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 E-1 

ATTACHMENT E 

CONTINGENCY PLAN 
 
In accordance with the New Mexico Administrative Code, Title 20, Chapter 4, Part 1 (20.4.1 NMAC), 

Subpart V, Part 264, Subpart D, and 20.4.1 NMAC § 270.14(b)(7), revised June 14, 2000, 

contingency measures applicable to the open burning (OB) units at the Technical Area (TA) 16 

Burn Ground are provided in Appendix E of the most recent version of the “Los Alamos National 

Laboratory General Part B Permit Application,”  hereinafter referred to as the LANL General Part B.  

Specific information on emergency response resources and release prevention/mitigation at TA-16 

is provided below.   

 

Figure E-1 shows the evacuation routes and muster area that may be used at the TA-16 OB units  

in the event of an emergency.  In addition, a listing of emergency equipment currently available for 

use at the TA-16 Burn Ground is included as Table E-1.  The evacuation routes, muster area 

location, and emergency equipment are subject to change as conditions or facility procedures 

warrant. 

 

E.1 EMERGENCY RESPONSE RESOURCES 

The Engineering Sciences and Applications (ESA) Division is responsible for the  TA-16 OB units.  

Appropriate ESA personnel have been trained in emergency procedures. 

 

E.2 RESPONSIBILITY 

At TA-16, ESA Division is responsible for correction of a nonsudden release from the TA-16 OB 

units if the correction can be performed safely with normal maintenance and management 

procedures.  Personnel from the Emergency Management and Response Office may provide 

assistance in mitigating releases.  Any correction methods for nonsudden releases that have 

resulted in an impact to the environment will be coordinated with the New Mexico Environment 

Department. 

 

E.3 REMEDIAL ACTION 

Contingency or emergency measures are unanticipated "fires, explosions, or any unplanned 

sudden or non-sudden release of hazardous waste . . . " for which a schedule of remedial actions 

cannot be reasonably ascertained.  Any remedial actions carried out under the provisions of the 

contingency plan will be performed as soon as possible to ensure protection of human health and 

the environment, as described in Appendix E of the LANL General Part B.  These remedial actions 
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 E-2 

may include site cleanup; proper handling of recovered waste, contaminated soil, or contaminated 

surface water; decontaminating equipment, as needed; replacing or repairing equipment, as 

needed; and testing to verify successful cleanup. 

 

ESA Division personnel conduct regularly scheduled inspections at TA-16 to detect deterioration 

and/or failure of containment at the TA-16 OB units.  If an inspection reveals deterioration or failure, 

personnel ensure that maintenance or replacement is performed, as appropriate. 
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 See footnotes at end of table. E-3 

Table E-1 
Emergency Equipment at the Technical Area (TA) 16 

Burn Grounda 
 
FIRE CONTROL EQUIPMENT 
 
Fire extinguishers are located at or in: 
 
 Tank-truck garage (TA-16-1507) 
 Control Building (TA-16-389) 
 High Explosives Wastewater Treatment Facility (HEWTF) (TA-16-1508) 
 Each truck used to transport high explosives 
 
  General Capabilities 
 
  These portable units may be used by any properly trained employee in the event of fire. 
 
Seven fire hydrants are located at the TA-16 Burn Ground. 
 
  General Capabilities 
 
  The fire hydrants will supply water at adequate volume and pressure to satisfy the 

requirements of the New Mexico Administrative Code, Title 20, Chapter 4, Part 1, § 264.32, 
revised June 14, 2000. 

 
Water spigots are located at TA-16-388 and TA-16-399. 
A fire alarm pull station is located at the HEWTF. 
The Central Alarm Station is notified before all open burning operations.  In dry conditions, when 
operations may result in a grass fire, the Los Alamos County Fire Department is notified and 
requested to prepare to respond. 
 
SPILL CONTROL 
 
Portable berms to contain spills are stored in an all-weather cabinet near the center of the TA-16 Burn 
Ground, at the less-than-90-day storage area (TA-16-386), and beside the Control Building. 
 
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
 
Telephones are available at the Control Building, at the HEWTF, and at the railroad gate at the 
entrance to the Burn Ground. 
 
  General Capabilities 
 
  Telephones for internal and external communication are available for use by all employees. 
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 a Equipment types and 
  locations are subject to change. 

E-4 

 
Table E-1 (continued) 

Emergency Equipment at the Technical Area (TA) 16 
Burn Grounda  

 
DECONTAMINATION EQUIPMENT 
 
Eyewash stations are located in the tank-truck garage and in the HEWTF. 
 
Water spigots with hoses attached are available at the TA-16-388 Flash Pad/Burn Tray and the TA-
16-399 HE Burn Tray for general wash down. 
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) are available at the Control Building. 
 
  General Capabilities 
 
  Eyewashes are used by personnel who receive a chemical splash to the eyes.  MSDSs for 

the chemical(s) should be obtained prior to working with hazardous waste or hazardous 
material to determine if the application water is indicated for decontamination.  The MSDSs 
are also maintained to provide information during emergency response. 

 
PERSONNEL PROTECTION EQUIPMENT 
 
Respirators, coveralls, and safety glasses are available for TA-16 personnel during waste-handling 
operations. 
All vehicles are equipped with first-aid kits. 




